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LETTER OP JAMES LOGAN TO WILLIAM PENN, JR. 

[Part of an unfinished letter of James Logan, giving "Some account of 
the Reception of William Penn when he arrived in Pennsylvania anno 
1700."] 

Philad a 7 br 25 th 1700. 
"The nature of the Province, its soil and Improve- 
ments I need not mention, that being sufficiently done 
by other hands, nor the Parties and ffactions that 
reigned here then being I suppose sufficiently ac- 
quainted with them, I shall only give some hints of the 
administration and course of affairs since our arrival 
here. The highest terms I could use would hardly give 
you an idea of the expectation and welcome which thy 
Father received from the most of the honester party 
here : Friends generally concluded that after all their 
troubles and disappointments this Province now scarse 
wanted anything more to render it completely happy. 
The faction that had long contended to overthrow the 
settled constitution of the Government received an uni- 
versal damp, yet endeavoured what mischief they could 
by spreading whispers that the Proprietary could not 
act as Governour without the King's approbation and 
taking an Oath as obliged by Act of Parliament, but 
this in a great measure soon blew over. Collonel 
Quarry Judge, and John Moor advocate of the Ad- 
miralty, the two Ringleaders went down to the Waters 
side among the Crowd to receive the Governour at his 
landing, who not seeming to regard the very submissive 
welcome they gave him, and taking kind notice of an 
old acquaintance that stood by them they expected 
nothing but almost as open hostility from the Pro- 
prietary as they were at before with Governour Mark- 
ham, especially having heard that copies of Collonel 
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Quarry's letters to the admiralty at home against the 
Government were also brought over. 

"Directly from the Wharf the Governour went to 
his Deputys, paid him a short formal visit and from 
there with a Crowd attending to meeting, being about 
3 of y" clock on first day afternoon, where he spoke 
on a double account to the people, and praying, con- 
cluded it, from thence to Edward Shippens where we 
lodged for about a month. 

"ffor two or three days the Governour seemed to 
admire at Coll. Quarrys distance, and perceiving he 
was not like to come and pay a civil visit as might be 
expected, sent me to him with an inviting Complim' 
with which he presently complied and entered into a 
very familiar conversation with the Governour, who 
endeavoured to make it appear he would treat all per- 
sons with equal civility and regard in this Province 
who were not directly injurious to him, confessed he 
believed there was some occasion given for the com- 
plaints that went home, blamed the maladministration 
of affairs in some particulars relating to the King, and 
resolved to have a hearing of the whole matter before 
himself and Council. The two Persons chiefly struck 
at by Quarry were the L' Gov r and David Lloyd at- 
torney General, a man very stiff in all his under- 
takings, of a sound Judgment and a good Lawyer, but 
extremely pertenacious and somewhat revengeful: he 
at that time was one of the Council, and those mighty 
wrongs that had been put upon the King coming to be 
debated there, David resolutely defended all that had 
been done, and too highly opposed the Governours 
resolution of composing all by mildness and moderation 
and reconciling animosities by his own Intervention, 
which he thought the only advisable expedient to put 
an end to those differences which had cost him so much 
trouble. This soon created some small misunderstand- 
ing, several of the most noted ffriends were involved 
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or concerned more or less in David's business, and tho 
troubled at his stiffness yet wished him in the right 
because (he was) the most active enemy and assiduous 
Councellor against the other party, who on all oc- 
casions would be glad, they thought, of their utter ruin. 
This obstinacy the Govern r could by no means brook; 
he could not but think there was more defference due 
to his Character and Station ; the other knew not what 
it was to bend, he was engaged in the cause and would 
stand or fall by it, offering to plead it at Westminster 
Hall. But the Governour who was more sensible of the 
Pulse of the Court and affairs in general at Home knew 
this course would never take, and therefore sometimes 
was warm enough to inveigh against past proceedings 
and laying open in large discourses what would be the 
consequences if they took not some more effectual ways 
to satisfy Superiours at home who perhaps would be 
very well pleased with any occasion by whatever hand 
administered to wrench the Government out of the 
Proprietors hands and throw it on the King." 



